




























The	 theme	 of	 this	 presentation	 is	 that	major	 impediments	 to	 the	 development	 of	 new	 interventions	 to	
improve	 global	 health	 comprise	 the	 combination	 of	 (1)	 an	 inadequate	 value	 system	 that	 is	 heavily	
dominated	 by	 selfish	 individualism,	 (2)	 an	 excessively	 downstream	 focus	 on	 health	 and	 (3)	 overriding	
emphasis	on	market	forces.	Moral	imagination	is	required	to	move	beyond	the	current	impasse	in	which	
the	lives	of	some	seem	to	be	of	infinite	value	while	the	lives	of	others	are	apparently	dispensable.	A	broader	
discourse	 on	 ethics	 and	 human	 rights	 coupled	 to	 demonstration	 of	 high	moral	 standards	 by	 influential	

















of	 economic	 globalization	 have	 perpetuated	 and	 aggravated	 centuries	 of	 exploitative	 processes	 that	
























































Disparities	 in	 wealth	 and	 health	 are	 accompanied	 by	 unsustainable	 consumption	 patterns	 and	
distorted	expenditure	on	health	and	medical	 research.	Exuberant	patterns	of	consumption	of	cannot	be	
emulated	 by	 all	 globally	 and	 would	 in	 any	 event	 be	 unsustainable.	 Yet	 many	 view	 development	 as	









elsewhere)	 are	 increasingly	 suffering	 from	 diseases	 of	 affluence	 (obesity,	 type	 2	 diabetes	 and	 vascular	
diseases),	 while	 new	 infectious	 diseases,	 exemplified	 by	 HIV	 and	 SARS,	 with	 the	 potential	 to	 spread	
throughout	the	whole	world	have	been	emerging	over	the	past	25	years.	These	signs	of	change	in	the	global	
























wealthy	nations,	 and	by	 implication	 their	 citizens,	 are	 implicated	 in	 the	generation	and	maintenance	of	
social	 injustice	 and	 poverty	 they	 need	 to	 face	 their	 responsibilities	 to	 alleviate	 the	 lives	 of	 those	most	
adversely	affected.	10	
Understanding	 the	 dominant	 values	 driving	 behaviour	 in	 the	 modern	 world	 can	 assist	 our	
understanding	of	how	the	world	has	become	so	polarised.	11	Firstly,	there	is	great	faith	in	the	belief	that	
many	of	the	problems	we	face	will	be	ameliorated	though	scientific	progress.	As	a	result	more	and	more	
money	 and	 scientific	 effort	 is	 devoted	 to	 seeking	 reductionist	 solutions.	 For	 example,	 solutions	 to	 the	





































Such	 high	 profile	 values	 are	 underpinned	 by	 a	 strong	 sense	 of	 individualism	within	 atrophying	
communities	where	the	virtues	of	civic	citizenship	have	been	eroded	and	higher	value	is	placed	on	the	lives	
of	those	with	resources	than	on	the	lives	of	the	poor.	17	
Moral	 imagination:	 developing	 new	 values	 to	 address	 upstream	 forces	
affecting	health	












means	 in	an	 interdependent	world,	 in	which	all	are	 linked	through	exposure	to	the	same	atmosphere,	a	
global	economy,	international	law	human	rights,	and	a	global	community.	He	does	so	through	a	critical	and	






















community.	 The	major	 conclusion	 of	 this	 work	 is	 that	 economic	 globalization,	 propagating	 a	model	 of	
development	 based	 solely	 on	 freedom	 of	 individuals	 and	 consumerism,	 is	 not	 sufficient	 to	 create	 a	









increasingly	 interdependent	world	 that	 could	 embrace	 renewed	 concepts	 of	 solidarity,	 and	 concern	 for	
others,	even	those	very	distant	from	our	own	daily	lives.	New	paradigms	of	thinking	could	both	promote	
deeper	 insights	 into	 how	 complex	 systems	 function	 and	 facilitate	 novel	 approaches	 to	 international	
finances.	




























It	 is	 proposed	 that	 such	 progress	 could	 be	 initiated	 by	 expanding	 the	 discourse	 on	 ethics	 from	
interpersonal	 relationships,	 to	 the	ethics	of	 relationships	between	 institutions	and	even	 to	 the	ethics	of	
relationships	between	nations.		
The	 idea	 that	 bioethics	 can	 serve	 as	 a	 tool	 for	 progress	 is	 supported	 by	Wildes’	 contention	 that	

















































both	 should	 share	 the	burden	of	 crises	 that	may	 ensue.	 Secondly,	 there	 should	be	 respect	 for	 the	 legal	
principle	of	impartial	judgement	and	that	those	involved	in	a	dispute	should	not	be	judges.	Thirdly,	there	
should	be	accountability	 to	citizens	and	taxpayers	 for	debt	crises	 that	are	public	and	 involve	 the	use	of	
taxpayer	funds.	26		
Yet	another	approach	would	be	to	raise	resources	from	new	taxes.	Global	daily	financial	transactions	
exceed	 $1	 trillion,	 of	 which	 less	 than	 10%	 is	 spent	 remunerating	 people	 for	 services	 rendered.	 The	


























other	 nations.	 Trends	 in	 aid	 donations	 to	 developing	 countries	 reveal	 that	 progressively	 smaller	
proportions	of	a	shrinking	total	are	being	spent	on	real	development	while	a	growing	proportion	is	spent	
on	humanitarian	assistance	4	for	‘man‐made’	tragedies	that	could	be	prevented.	
Conclusions	
Global	health	disparities	pose	the	greatest	potential	security	risk	to	health	and	lives	of	all.	Moreover,	
it	is	not	only	these	disparities	in	their	own	right	that	pose	challenges	to	development	of	new	interventions,	
but	more	particularly	it	 is	those	forces	that	generate	the	disparities	that	pose	the	major	impediments	to	
improvements	in	global	health.	Upstream	causes	should	be	understood	and	acknowledged,	the	political	will	
mustered	to	take	appropriate	action	and	mechanisms	for	such	action	defined	and	acted	on.	This	agenda	
could	allow	scientific	progress	to	be	accompanied	by	moral	progress,	and	removal	of	impediments	to	new	
interventions	that	could	improve	global	health.	
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